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Portland, Oregon based jazz / not jazz group Blue Cranes embark on April 2011 national tour via Amtrak.

Before paved highways were common, and a vast network of frequent passenger trains served the country, performing ensembles of all stripes toured the country by train. Nowadays, most musical groups pile themselves, their instruments and equipment into a van or truck and go on the road. The Blue Cranes—an indie jazz quintet that has made a name for itself in Portland, Oregon—will prove this April that it’s still possible to turn a road tour into a rail tour.

The Blue Cranes have toured extensively up and down the West Coast, but April 2011 marks the band's first foray east.  To help fund this tour, the group launched a successful Kickstarter fundraising campaign, surpassing their goal and raising over $6500 towards tour expenses.

Blue Cranes will be performing material off their latest full length release, Observatories (2010), as well as songs from their 2011 EP, Cantus Firmus (featuring covers of Blonde Redhead, Red House Painters and David Bazan).  The group will also debut new work in progress, which focuses on group composition, and is funded by Oregon's Regional Arts and Culture Council   

Along with working to develop a greater audience for their music, Blue Cranes will use this tour to immerse themselves in a month-long investigation of the U.S. intercity rail infrastructure.  The band will be teaming up with NARP (National Association of Railroad Passengers) to promote funding for passenger rail service, and will be blogging regularly about their experiences via the website of the Portland newspaper Willamette Week.

For a complete, updated tour schedule, please see  HYPERLINK "http://bluecranesmusic.com/main_page.htm" website.

Blue Cranes Bio:

Hailing from the fertile scene of Portland, Oregon, the Blue Cranes create music that is as invigorating as it is disarming. Working a thin line between improvisation and catchiness, Blue Cranes arrive at a unique place. They have found a way to make exploration seem like the most enjoyable process around.

"Consider the band a brainier kinfolk to the indie rock scene, and with influences from rock and other areas, but with a solid foundation in the vocabulary of jazz." - JOSEF WOODARD (Santa Barbara News-Press)

The group, composed of Reed Wallsmith (alto saxophone), Sly Pig (tenor saxophone), Rebecca Sanborn (keyboards), Keith Brush (acoustic bass), and Ji Tanzer (drums), began working together as a quintet in 2007 (originally recording as a quartet in 2006). Since then, the band has begun to reap the rewards of collective articulation: a truly individual sound that depends on the contributions of each member.

Blue Cranes have performed at jazz, rock and punk festivals down the West Coast. They have shared the stage with John Hollenbeck’s Claudia Quintet, Wayne Horvitz’s Sweeter Than The Day, The Scott Amendola Trio, Portland Cello Project, Michael White, The Youngs, Thruster!, Cuong Vu, The Tiptons, Mi Ami, Priestbird and Horse Feathers. Clubs regularly showcase the Blue Cranes on tour, and the band has played in-studio sessions at the region’s top radio stations for creative music, including Seattle's KEXP and Live Wire! Radio on Portland's KOPB. 

The music of Blue Cranes has reached a diverse and enthusiastic audience.  The band has performed at rock, punk and jazz festivals down the West Coast.  They have shared the stage with John Hollenbeck’s Claudia Quintet, Wayne Horvitz’s Sweeter Than The Day, The Scott Amendola Trio, Portland Cello Project, Michael White, Cuong Vu,  The Tiptons, Mi Ami, Priestbird and Horse Feathers.  The band has played in-studio sessions at the region’s top radio stations for creative music, including Seattle’s KEXP and KOPB’s Live Wire! Radio.   In August 2011, Blue Cranes successfully completed a Kickstarter campaign which raised over $6000 to fund a national tour by train in Spring 2011. 

The band has released five albums: Lift Music! Flown Music! (2007), Homing Patterns (2008), Observatories (2010), Oversea Orbits: Observatories Remixed (2011), and Cantus Firmus EP (2011).  
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Radio: Mark Rini, (360) 666-3046, mark@groovmarketing.com
Print: Matt Merewitz, (347) 384-2839, matt@fullyaltered.com


Press Quotes:

"Wily, lyrical, evocative and bright " 

- JOSEF WOODARD (Santa Barbara Independent)

"Blue Cranes have a sensibility that draws equally from old and new wells. You don’t have to count the tricky beats to enjoy their joyous interplay." 

- KEITH GOETZMAN (Utne Reader)

"Blue Cranes provide a new amplification of jazz, allowing listeners to hear a stream of water pass through a storm drain thick with sediment." 

- JOSH FERNANDEZ (Sacramento News and Review)

"Blue Cranes’ latest disc, Observatories, isn’t just one of the best jazz releases out of Portland this year, it’s one of the best releases out of Portland this year—or any year, for that matter. A deep, beautifully composed and then radically deconstructed effort, it rocks harder than most rock albums and says more than most singer-songwriters—without any words at all."

- CASEY JARMAN (Willamette Week)

"Great melodies and a strong focus on ensemble playing over individual virtuosity."

- DAVID KING (The Bad Plus)

